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It is an amazing honor to receive such a very meaningful award.  When you work at the intersection of 
formal and informal economies in Africa as I do, it is often difficult for your work to be noticed.  Thank 
you for rewarding my passion to change lives at the grassroots through knowledge management 
principles.  While I was doing my work, I didn’t know I was also taking care of other people’s interests. 

I am dedicating this award to millions of farmers and traders in Africa’s growing mass markets whose 
knowledge and contribution to knowledge societies is often not given much prominence. I also dedicate 
the award to my family, my wife Barbara and the Knowledge Management for Development (KM4Dev) 
community for constantly energizing me through encouraging words. 

The award also opens another knowledge door for me: art as knowledge. I now look at pottery, rock 
paintings, basketry and music instruments like the famous Mbira instrument in Zimbabwe with new 
knowledge-inspired eyes. There is no doubt that deep knowledge is applied, generated and shared through 
artefacts. 

Last but not least, allow me to thank K4DP and Nairobi Knowledge City for organizing a ground-
breaking knowledge week that has brought together many people who care about the role of knowledge 
management in developing Africa. African communities have a lot of knowledge but it takes somebody to 
lead in mobilizing such knowledge into home-grown solutions. At the moment much of the knowledge is 
scattered in community experts – the chief has his own knowledge, the rain maker has his own 
knowledge, the herbalist has his own knowledge and many other repositories of knowledge including 
traditions. 

Receiving an award is such a humbling experience that has taken away most of my words for now. 

Thank you so much! 


